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I. Introduction:  

 

Urbanisation is arguably the most visible manifestation of rural-urban transition. Owing to 

productivity growth in agriculture, economies generally transform from agrarian to industrial 

ones. Technological progress in agriculture sector releases labours that move from the 

countryside to cities where industrial and service clusters are agglomerated. This is a stylized 

fact. The share of the world’s population living in cities grew from less than one tenth in 

1300 to around one sixth in 1900 to around one half today (Michaels  et al, 2009). 

 

One notable feature of urbanisation is that rather than growing in parallel, regions have a 

tendency to grow in sequence – the phenomenon is widely captured in cross country studies. 

In other word, the economic world is not flat. The literature of economic geography strongly 

supports the fact that spatial unevenness in economic activities and incomes is an equilibrium 

outcome (Venables, 2008).  

 

There is a tendency for both middle-income regions and very low-income regions to be left 

behind in this process. Examples of unbalanced growth are abundant. The World Bank 

studied this in its flagship publication the World Development Report (WB, 2009). Today 

only 600 urban centres generate about 60 percent of global GDP (Mckinsey, 2011). 

Urbanisation in China offers more recent examples of unbalanced growth; out of 858 Chinese 

cities, 14 generate 33 percent of China’s GDP (Mckinsey, 2011).
2
 The theory of ‘increasing 

returns to scale’ explains to a large extent as to why growth is uneven across the regions or 

within a country.  
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With steady urbanisation, growth in Bangladesh is apparently following a similar trend that 

economic mountains are concentrated in few places. Some cities and districts are growing 

faster than others. It is imperative to identify the key urban centres that are undergoing rapid 

transformation. While Dhaka, Chittagong and other metropolitan areas’ urbanisation are 

captured in various studies, very little information is available about the growth spots in other 

cities and districts (as well as intra-district variation).  

 

Set against the above backdrop, the study identifies the key urban districts and urban centres 

that are growing fast. The structure of the paper is as follows. Section II briefly reviews the 

literature on economic geography and increasing returns to scale sharing the cross-country 

experience on urbanisation and uneven growth. Section III outlines the rationale, objective 

and methodology of the study. In Section IV the key trends in urbanisation in Bangladesh are 

analysed. Section V identifies the fastest growing urban districts in Bangladesh, the major 

thrust of the paper. In this section we particularly focus on top twenty fastest growing 

districts based on available data. It also identifies the key growth centres of the country. The 

final section concludes outlining a number of mega trends regarding Bangladesh’s 

urbanisation. 

 

II. Literature review 

 

The pattern of economic growth varies as far as time and space are concerned and each of 

which is subject to lumpiness. First: growth is lumpy or uneven across space. Rather than 

growing in parallel, regions have a tendency to grow in sequence. Some countries or regions 

or cities may grow rapidly, as increasing returns set in and they transit from one ‘convergence 

club’ to another. Other countries/regions/cities are left out of the process (Venables, 2008). 

Diminishing returns to scale is a force for convergence. A city or country that offers high 

returns to firms or workers will attract inflows of these factors, this reducing their returns and 

giving convergence to equilibrium. Second: growth is uneven over time. Initial differences 

between countries/regions/cities may mean that some countries/regions/cities get ahead while 

others are left behind for a long period of time (Venables, 2008). 

 

Why some cities (or regions) are more productive than others, or attract more population? 

There are several explanations that have been proposed to try to explain these differentiated 

behaviours. There are several factors believed to influence this unbalanced or lumpy growth: 
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history, location, migration, economies of scale/agglomeration economics, range of 

preference grants by central government (EPZ, for instance), market access, quality of public 

service, and urban bias (Renaud, 1981), among others. Moreover, larger cities attract the most 

talent, more investment and also benefit from city network (hub-spoke) (Mckinsey, 2009).  

 

The theoretical explanations of unbalanced growth can be grouped into three main theories: 

the existence of increasing returns to scale, the importance of locational fundamentals, and 

the absence of both (random growth) (Davis and Weinstein 2002). 

 

The first theory is demonstrated by theoretical models of the New Economic Geography 

developed by Kurgan (1991), taking into account aspects like, mobile factors, the existence of 

transport costs and centrifugal and centripetal forces (centripetal forces favour the 

agglomeration of activity, such as increasing returns, whereas centrifugal forces favour 

dispersion, such as congestion costs), the presence of Marshalling external economies, the 

importance of expectations and of the small initial advantages, which can eventually produce 

a global advantage (Gonzalez-Val and Olmo, 2011). Locational fundamentals are linked to 

the physical landscape, such as temperature, rainfall, access to the sea, the presence of natural 

resources or the availability of arable land (ibid). 

 

III. Rationale, objective and methodology of the study 

Given the steady rise of urbanisation in Bangladesh it is imperative to identify the key urban 

districts as well as the growth centres that are driving economic growth in the country. 

Unable to comprehend the dynamics of unbalanced growth, the policy makers/politicians of 

the country often prioritize their own constituency in resource mobilization/allocation 

undermining high opportunity cost of scarce resources, notably in developing countries.  

In some instances while policy bias can raise urbanisation however, if the process is not well 

managed it can increase poverty, slums, congestion and other external diseconomies. An 

estimated one billion people currently live in urban slums in developing countries (World 

Bank website). Moreover, policy bias also led to overconcentration of urban activities to a 

particularly city, often the case in developing countries, barring the development of other 

cities.  
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Whilst there are a number of papers focused on various aspects of urbanisation [(urbanisation 

and spatial development, Rahman 2011), (rural-urban migration and the informal sectors, 

Khan 2008), (Urban Governance IGS 2012), various aspects of urban transition (PPRC, 

2011), among others], there is no credible study that systematically studied the location of 

key urban districts and urban centres. Rouf and Jahan (2001) tested the actual strength of 

urban centres on the basis of total population, density of population and literacy rate. 

Although this is a useful reference to understand some aspects of urban centres, the research 

however, defined urban centres narrowly focusing on only a few variables. This paper is first 

of its kind that studied the dynamics of both key urban districts as well as urban centres with 

the help of both demographic and economic variables. Furthermore, the research captures the 

recent changes in key urban districts and centres analysing the demography data drawn from 

the Population census 2011 (BBS 2011).  

On data and methodology, the paper heavily draws data and publications by the Bangladesh 

Bureau of Statistics (BBS). The World Development Indicators published by the World Bank 

are also used in the research. It also reviewed the relevant secondary literature. The research 

primarily follows a trend analysis and ranking methodology. Both cross-section and times 

series data are used in the study. 

 

IV. Urbanisation in Bangladesh: Definition and Trends 

 

Before we discuss about the trends of urbanisation, it is imperative to define it. Urban areas in 

Bangladesh were classified, according to the Population Census 2001, into four distinct 

classes on the basis of their functions and sizes: megacity, statistical metropolitan area 

(SMA), municipality area and other urban area. However, the Population Census 2011 was 

conducted based on a new definition of urban Area. According to BBS (2011), urban area 

corresponds with area developed around a central place having such amenities as metalled 

roads, improved communication, electricity, gas, water supply, sewerage, sanitation and also 

having comparatively higher density of population with majority population in non-

agricultural occupations. According to the census, the urban areas are classified into three 

categories: 

i) City Corporation: It includes city corporation area declared by the Ministry of 

Local Government; 
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ii) Paurashava/Municipality Area (PSA): It includes paurashavas incorporated and 

administered by local government under Paurashava Ordinance, 1977; 

iii) Other Urban Area (OUA): It includes those upazila headquarters which are not 

paurashavas. Nevertheless, the only exception is the 17 unions adjacent to Dhaka 

City Corporation under Dhaka Metropolitan Area. These unions are treated as 

other urban areas on the basis of their urban characteristics. 

 

The share of urban population in Bangladesh varies to some extent based on the old and new 

definition of urbanisation. Nevertheless, it is one of the fastest growing urbanised countries in 

South Asia. In 1970s less than 10 percent of its population lived in urban areas. However, the 

pattern and pace of urbanisation have changed markedly in the 1980s with sharp rise in urban 

population. There were large variations in urban population between 1970s and 1980s. The 

country’s urban landscape witnessed growing number of urban centers, particularly between 

late 1970s and 1990s. According to the Population Census 2001, there are 532 urban centres 

in Bangladesh. (BBS, 2001). Now there are nearly 34 million (23.3%) people who live in 

cities (BBS, 2011) (Table 1). 

 

Table 1: Urbanisation trends in Bangladesh: 1901-2011 

 

Size of urban 

population (in 

millions) 

Urbanisation 

(in %) 

Growth rate 

(exponential) 

Decadal 

variation 

(%) 

Number of 

Urban 

Centres 

1901 0.7 2.4 - - 48 

1911 0.8 2.6 1.4 15 48 

1921 0.9 2.6 0.85 9 50 

1931 1.1 3.7 2 22 58 

1941 1.5 3.7 3.6 43 59 

1951 1.8 4.3 1.7 18 63 

1961 2.6 5.2 3.7 45 78 

1971 6.3 8.8 6.6 138 108 

1981 13.5 15.5 10.6 116 492 

1991 22.5 20.2 5.4 66 522 

2001 28.9* 23.8 3.3 38 532 

2011 33.7 23.3* NA 16 NA 
*Note: Population Census (2001) reports that the total number of urban population in 2001 was 31 

million, whereas latest census shows the figure is 28.9 million. Similarly, due to change in definition of 

urban area the rate of urbanisation has not increased between 2001 and 2011.  

Source: Population Census, BBS (2001) and Population Census, BBS (2011) 
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Bangladesh’s urbanisation fares well compared to compatriot countries. In South Asia while 

Pakistan and India have higher level of urbanisation than Bangladesh, the latter is much 

ahead of Sri Lanka and Nepal.  

 

It is also important to understand the settlement pattern of urban population. Globally, 

although the growth of cities appears chaotic, the underlying patterns have a remarkable 

order, as observed by (Zipf, 1941) and studied in World Bank (2009). Settlements in a 

country’s urban population is understood better by the theory of rank-size rule, pioneered by 

(Zipf, 1941), which help to visualize the size of cities in a country and postulate the 

relationship between the ranks of cities and their populations. 

 

According to the Zipf’s law, in the case of city populations, the resulting distribution in a 

country, region or the world will be characterized by the largest city, with other cities 

decreasing in size respective to it, initially at a rapid rate and then more slowly. For example, 

a rank 2 city would have half the population of a country's largest city, a rank four city would 

have one-fourth the population of the largest city, and so on. 

 

The rank-size rule is an empirical regularity. It is generally possible to relate the ranks and 

sizes of the central places in country by using a regression analysis: 

 

log Pk = log P1 - b log k ----- (1) 

 where P1 is the population of the largest city or town,  

 Pk is the population of the kth town by rank, and  

 b is a coefficient which must be established empirically for each investigation.  

(Almost a ‘rule of thumb’- the greater the value of b, the steeper the slope, and greater 

is the primacy of the largest city or town).  

 

Simple regressions regarding rank-size distribution (based on equation 1) is derived for 64 

districts of Bangladesh on the basis of their population size. Based on the regression results, 

equation 1 can be transformed as: 

Log Pk = 1.75 – 1.04 log k -----(2a) 

(based on 2001 population census data) 

Log Pk = 1.95 – 1.05 log k -----(2b) 

http://www.answers.com/topic/regression-line-statistics
http://www.answers.com/topic/index-of-primacy
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(based on 2011 population census data) 

 

The values of beta (-1.04 and -1.05) in the above equations are close to 1. That means, the 

distribution of rank-size of cities in 2001 and 1991 are also close to the distribution of rank-

size rule. The graphic representation of city-size distribution is shown in figure 1. 

 

Cross-country experience shows that in the case of developed countries the curve is generally 

flatter whereas in developing countries the shape of the curve is relatively steeper (World 

Bank 2009). The rank-sized rule for 64 urban districts of Bangladesh exhibits a pattern that is 

generally observed in developing countries (Figure 1).  

 

Figure 1: Rank-sized rule for Bangladesh, India and other low-income countries. 

 

Source: Authors’ calculation, World Bank (2009) and Gangopadhyay and Basu (2011). 
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The regression results which are in line with Rouf and Jahan (2001) indicate that the expected 

city-sizes based on rank-size rule are larger than the real sizes of the cities in Bangladesh. 

Moreover, the dominance of metropolitan cities is also evident from the figure as the value of 

'b’ in the actual distribution of cities is greater than 1.  

 

Notwithstanding ‘urban primacy’, global experience shows that settlements of different sizes 

of cities/towns complement one another. As a result, metropolises, secondary cities, market 

towns, and villages are all linked through their complementary functions. Just as a primary 

city forms the core of a country’s metropolitan area with other adjacent cities, other large 

urban centers or secondary cities act as regional foci for both the economy and society 

(World Bank 2009). 

   

V.I Identification of Top Urban Districts and Centres  

The preceding sections discussed some broad perspectives of Bangladesh’s urbanisation, 

which is critical to understand the country’s long-term trends of urbanisation. As the central 

focus of this paper is to identify fastest growing urban districts and centres of the country, 

this section identifies top 25 urban districts based on a plethora of variables. It also selects top 

50 urban centres of the country where urban manufacturing and service activities are 

concentrated. While income and geography are strong determinants of urbanisation, there are 

a large number of variables that could affect the phenomenon. In this section we indentify the 

following variables that could explain trends, pattern and differences of urbanisation in 

various districts in 64 districts of Bangladesh. The variables are:   

 

-  Share of urban population in total population (r_shareup) 

-          Population density (r_dens) 

-   Share of immigrants in total population (r_immper) 

-          Size of urban population (r_popsz) 

-          Area (r_area) 

-          Per capita GDP (r_percgdp) 

-          Off-farm per capita income (r_ofpercapy) 

-          Manufacturing share in GDP (r_mamugdp) 

-          Total number of manufacturing and services establishments (r_alsecamnt) 

-          Total unit of manufacturing establishments (r_manuamnt) 

-          Employment in total establishments (r_alsecemp) 
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-          Employment in manufacturing establishments (r_manuemp) 

 

Data for the above variables are primarily sourced from the two major publications of BBS- 

the Population Census 2001 and the Economic Census 2001-03.   

 

After tabulating data for 64 districts for the respective variables ranking is drawn up for each 

of the variables with an assumption that the lower the ranking, the higher the weight of an 

urban district. The correlation matrix (Table 2) indicates that there is a high correlation with 

share in urban population vis-à-vis other variables bar variation in population in top ten 

urbanised districts.  

 

Table 2: Correlation Matrix (Top 10 urbanized districts) 

 

Variables Correlation Value 

Share of urban population 1 

Population size 0.85 

Population variation 0.41 

Density 0.81 

Immigration 0.95 

Area 0.53 

Per Capita GDP 0.92 

Off Firm GDP 0.92 

Manufacturing Share in GDP 0.62 

Manufacturing and other Establishments 0.85 

Manufacturing  Establishment 0.82 

Employment in all Establishments 0.84 

Employment in  Manufacturing  Sector 0.86 

Source: Authors’ calculation 

 

We can draw the following points from Table 3:  

 

- Dhaka’s primacy is overwhelming. It ranks top for all the variables bar urban area 

and manufacturing GDP; 

- Narayanganj, Chittagong, Khulna and Gazipur have a similar urban profile except 

for urban area and population density;  
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- Of top 10 districts, Chittagong, Gazipur and Rajshahi are relatively more sparse 

geographically, reflected in their areas as well as population density; Dhaka and 

Narayanjang are the two most densely populated urban districts; Bogra, Khulna 

and Narsingdi also fare well in this regard;  

 

- Geography is a strong determinant of urbanisation in Bangladesh- seven out of top 

10 urban districts are located in the east side of the two major rivers Ganges and 

Brahmaputra (the divisions of Chittagong, Sylhet and most of Dhaka) have much 

higher concentration of urban activities than those that are in the west of 

Brahmaputra and South of Ganges (Divisions of Rajshahi, Khulna, Barisal and a 

part of Dhaka). 

 

- There is a strong correlation between location of industrial and services 

establishments (and employment in those units) and the ranking of urban districts; 

Dhaka, Chittagong, Narayanjang, Gazipur, Khulna, Rajshahi, Sylhet, Bogra, 

Khulna and Jessore have higher industrial and other urban establishments, and 

Off-farm activities (establishments, income and employment) are important 

determinants of urbanisation in most of these districts; Thus, it can be concluded 

that industrialization is one of the key drivers of urbanisation in the country; 

 

- Both in terms of population size and share of urban population top 10 urbanised 

districts are clearly ahead of the rest. In some instances, geographically smaller 

regions (Bogra, Jessore, Narsingdi, in particular) have found their places in the 

ranking, thanks, among others, to higher population density; 

 

- For top five urban districts, there is a strong correlation between their per capita 

income and ranking.  

 

- Top seven urbanised districts have relatively higher share of immigrants;  
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Table 3: Top 20 urban districts  

District  r_popsz r_dens r_immper r_shareup r_area r_percgdp r_ofpercapy r_mamugdp r_alsecamnt r_manuamnt r_alsecemp r_manuemp rank_value 

Dhaka 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 3 1 1 1 1 11 

Narayanganj 2 4 2 3 2 13 3 2 2 3 5 3 2 39 

Chittagong 3 2 18 10 4 1 4 4 4 2 2 2 5 44 

Khulna 4 3 5 5 3 6 5 6 11 6 18 6 12 70 

Gazipur 5 5 36 3 5 5 2 3 1 5 13 5 4 83 

Jessore 6 14 9 14 16 27 10 9 10 11 11 12 9 128 

Sylhet 7 13 10 13 11 22 26 13 15 8 17 7 20 147 

Rajshahi 8 6 48 30 20 3 14 12 24 7 19 8 29 166 

Narsingdi 9 20 6 24 14 39 12 7 5 17 25 20 13 173 

Mymensingh 10 8 23 46 25 9 30 33 45 13 8 14 14 177 

Bogra 11 16 3 29 30 46 40 30 41 9 7 10 8 199 

Barisal 12 15 11 49 16 23 41 23 25 14 31 13 24 211 

Tangail 13 12 31 55 30 11 59 34 18 19 9 23 15 243 

Brahmanbaria 14 21 17 61 30 30 36 15 12 28 22 27 25 251 

Kishoreganj 15 18 19 44 30 21 47 49 39 21 15 22 22 264 

Cox's bazar 16 27 27 53 30 26 7 10 26 32 49 28 44 280 

Jamalpur 17 22 30 52 16 16 46 31 29 24 32 30 37 284 

Jhenaidah 18 31 46 17 30 23 22 26 20 22 30 29 33 292 

Natore 19 39 33 24 11 39 16 16 16 41 35 37 32 299 

Chuadanga 20 26 57 17 10 12 18 14 22 38 50 40 41 306 

Note: the ranking is conducted for 64 districts based on all the variables and the figures in the table indicate standing of the concerned district. Source: Authors’ calculations 

based on Population Census, BBS (2001) and Economic Census, BBS (2003).



12 
 

V.II   Concentration of Urban Centers  

 

The ranking of top urbanized districts based on a number of variables offers a general picture 

of the concentration of urban activities in various places. Nevertheless, identification of key 

growth centers in various urban districts could give a micro level picture of urbanisation. 

Moreover, intra-district concentration of industrial and other activities is striking supporting 

the fact that urban mountains are located in few areas. While most of urban districts and 

centers are located in Dhaka and Chittagong divisions, there is a marked disparity in terms of 

population density or rate of urbanisation in various urban districts or centers of these 

divisions (in fact in other divisions as well for that matter).   

Areas that have higher concentration of economic establishments (both manufacturing and 

services) are defined as urban growth center. The establishments include manufacturing, 

electricity gas and water supply, construction, wholesale and retail trade, hotels and 

restaurants, transport storage and communication, bank, insurance and financial institutions, 

real estate and renting, public administration and defense, education, health and social works, 

and community, social and personal services (BBS, 2003).  

 

Of top 50 urban centers, Dhaka district has the highest number of urban centers (20). (See 

Table A.1 in appendix). Nearly 46% of industrial and services establishments are located in 

Dhaka district followed by Chittagong (9.4%) (left panel of Figure 2). Of all urban industrial 

and service establishments located in Bangladesh, Dhaka is the home to a quarter of urban 

economic activities (right panel of Figure 2).   

 

The divisional concentration of urban centers also repeats the same scenario that Dhaka 

division alone hosts 27 urban centers (of top 50), followed by Chittagong (7), Khulna (6), 

Rajshahi (6), Rangpur (2), Barisal (1) and Sylhet (1).  

 

The key findings from figure 2 (and Table A.1 in appendix) are as follows: 

 

- Dhaka alone hosts twenty (46%) high growth urban centers; 
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- Narayanganj Sadar has the highest concentration of economic establishments 

followed by Gazipur Sadar, Kotwali (Dhaka), Kotwali (Chittagong) and Kotwali 

(Sylhet); 

 

- A number of districts that have not featured in the ranking of top 10 urbanized 

districts or not even in the list in Table 3 shelter some influential urban centers. They 

are Bogra Sadar (22
3
), Barisal Sadar (23), Rangpur Sadar (24), Comilla Sadar/Kotwali 

(33), Kushita Sadar (36), Dinajpur Sadar (38), Naogaon Sadar (39), Feni Sadar (41), 

Tangail Sadar (44), Satkhira Sadar (45), Nawabganj Sadar (46) and Faridpur Sadar 

(49) (See Table A.1 in appendix for the complete list of top 50 urban centers).  

 

Figure 2: Economic concentration in top 50 urban centers of Bangladesh, district-wise 

distribution (clock-wise) 

 

Source: Authors’ calculation based on BBS (2003) 

 

                                                           
3
 Figures in parentheses indicate ranks. 
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V.III Top Urban Districts (based on 2011 Population Census, BBS) 

The analysis in the preceding sections has been based on the Population Census 2001 and 

Economic Census 2003 of BBS. However, urbanisation is a dynamic phenomenon and it is 

imperative to capture the recent changes examining some key variables of urbanisation. 

Although the Population Census 2011 has yet to release data for all the variables, the 

available information particularly on urbanisation rate, population density and size of urban 

population could offer a more recent picture of urban Bangladesh
4
.  

 

According to the Population Census 2011, 34 million (3 crore and forty lac, 23.3% of total 

population) people live in urban areas. Of them, two-third lives in top 15 urban districts. With a 

population of 9.3 million Dhaka district alone home to 27.7% of urban population followed by 

Chittagong (3.2 million, 9.4%), Gazipur (1.4 million, 3.1%), Naraynganj (1 million, 2.3%) and 

Rajshahi (0.85 million, 2.5%) (See Figure 3 and Table A.2 in appendix).    

 

Figure 3: Ranking of Urban districts, by Population size (in lac), 2011 

 

Source: Based on Population Census 2011, BBS (2011). 

 

                                                           
4
 A caveat nevertheless is that as no data is available on the size of urban districts, we are not in a position to 

explain whether a rise or decline of urban population is due to change in definition of urban area or owing to 

natural/dynamic causes of urbanisation.  
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Bogra witnessed a whopping 218% of urban population growth between 2001 and 2011 

followed by Noakhali (130%), Cox’s Bazar (83%), Sylhet (74%) and Comilla (57%). Of 

major districts, Khulna, Narayanganj and Chittagong experienced a decline in urban 

population. Whereas, urban population in Dhaka grew from 7.8 million in 2001 to 9.3 million 

in 2011.   

 

Urbanisation rate 

According to the Population Census 2011, the share of urban population has declined in key 

districts, including Dhaka, Chittagong, Gazipur, Narayanganj and Khulna, probably largely 

owing to change in definition of urbanisation. Urbanisation rate has increased in Feni, 

Chandpur, Noakhali, Brahmanbaria, Jhenaidah and Kishoreganj. Whereas, Kurigram, 

Lakshmipur, Mymansingh, Nilphamari, Pabna and Rangpur have experienced a decline 

(Table A.3 in appendix). 

   

Change in urbanisation rate in the past one decade (see Table A.3 and A.4 in appendix) offers 

some interesting trends: 

- Out of top 25 urbanized districts (in terms of urbanisation rate), three are from Barisal 

but none of them is in the top 10 list.  

- Only two districts of Rajshahi are in the list, although one is in the top 10 ranking; 

- Of eight districts of Rangpur division, none got a place in the ranking; 

- Only Sylhet district is in the ranking from the division; 

- Khulna fares well in this regard as four out of 10 of its districts are in the top 25 list.   

- Whereas in the case of Chittagong, nine out of 11 of its districts have relatively higher 

urbanisation rate. In fact, its emerging urban district Comilla is even not in the list 

though it has relatively higher population density; 

- Of the 10 most urbanized districts seven are from Dhaka and Chittagong divisions. 

Two districts of Khulna division (Khulna and Chuadanga) and one from Rajshahi 

division (Rajshahi district) have higher urbanisation rate than the national average. 

 

Map 1 depicts an aggregate picture of urbanisation rate in Bangladesh. 
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\ 

Map 1: Urbanisation rate in Bangladesh 

 

Source: Author’s calculation based on BBS (2011). 
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- What is interesting to note is that out of 17 districts of Dhaka division, only 6 fares 

well in terms of urbanisation rate. Nevertheless, three of its districts are in the top 10 

list. 

 

Population density 

Population density is an important determinant of urbanisation. According to the Population 

Census 2011, by accommodating 8229 people in per square kilometer (sq km) Dhaka is the 

most densely populated district of the country followed by Narayanganj (4308), Narsingdi 

(1934), Gazipur (1884) and Comilla (1712) (Table A.5 in appendix). 

   

We can draw the following inferences from (in Table A.6 in appendix) as far as population 

density is concerned: 

- There are 25 districts that have higher population density than the national average; 

- The top 10 densely populated districts are either located in Dhaka or Chittagong 

divisions; 

- Of top 25 districts in terms of population density, none is from Sylhet and Barisal 

divisions; 

- As far as Khulna division is concerned, two of its districts (of 10) are in the list; 

- Rajshahi and Rangpur fare well in this regard- four out of eight of the former’s and 

three out of eight of the latter’s are in the list, although none of them got a place in the 

top 10 urbanized districts list; 

- Dhaka dominates the ranking as 10 out of its 17 districts fare well- Dhaka, 

Narayanganj, Narsigdhi and Gazipur are the top four urbanized districts of the 

country; 

- Six out of 11 districts of Chittagong division are in the list and five of them got their 

places in top 10 ranking. In fact, its emerging urban districts such as Cox’s Bazar and 

Noakhali did not find their places in top 25 ranking.  

 

Map 2 shows the top districts of Bangladesh in terms of population density. 
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Map 2: Population density in Bangladesh 

 

 

Source: Author’s calculation based on BBS (2011). 

 

In terms of change in population density in the past ten years in top ten districts, Gazipur 

witnessed highest variation followed by Dhaka, Narayanganj, Brahmanbaria, Nilphamari, 

Lakshmipur, Pabna, Chittagong, Comilla and Gaibandha. 
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The available data also help us analyse various pattern of urbanisation based on population 

density, urbanisation rate and change in urban population during 2001 and 2011. Table 4 

shows different patterns of urbanization in Bangladesh. Pattern 1 considered the districts that 

have population density as well as urbanization rate higher than the national average. It 

strongly indicates that Dhaka, Chittagong, Narayanganj, Rajshahi and Gazipur are the 

country’s top five urban districts.  

 

Pattern 2 relaxed the assumptions of pattern 1 as some districts have relatively higher urban 

concentration but they are geographically sparse- apart from the top five districts, Khulna and 

Chuadanga have relatively higher level of urbanisation. Pattern 3 considered the districts that 

have higher population than the national average. A host of districts, primarily from Dhaka 

and Chittagong divisions, fare well in this regard; however, there are representations from 

other divisions. 

 

Pattern 4 consists of districts that have higher urbanisation rate. Although the districts in the 

Chittagong Hill Track region have very low population density, they bode well in terms of 

urbanisation rate.  

 

Pattern 5 reflects an important aspect of urbanisation in Bangladesh- it considered the 

districts that experienced rapid rise in urban population (20% and more) during 2001-2011. In 

fact some districts such as Bogra, Noakali, Sylhet, Cox’s Bazar, Comilla and Feni witnessed 

over 50% growth of urban population in the past ten years.  

 

Pattern 6 captured the top 10 districts that have seen their ranking, in terms of urbanisation 

rate, change favourably in the past decade. The districts in pattern 7 are based on a similar 

methodology measured for population density.   

 

Based on the above seven patterns it is methodologically challenging to rank top districts, 

Nevertheless, we can term pattern 1 as Bangladesh’s top urban districts. The data also allows 

us to classify the rest of the districts (except those have population size less than 200,000, 

very low population density and very low urbanisation rate) compiling them in a single table. 

We ranked those districts based primarily on three criteria- urban population change, 

population density and urbanisation rate (Table 5).  
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Table 4: Various patterns of urbanization in Bangladesh 

Pattern 1 

(Urbanization 

rate and 

population 

density, above 

national 

average) 

Pattern 2 

{Urbanization 

rate (above 

20% and 

density 900 

plus, per sq 

km)}  

Pattern 3 

(Population 

density, above 

national 

average)  

Pattern 4 

(Urbanization 

rate, above 

national 

average) 

Pattern 5 

(Change in 

population 20% 

and above, 

2001- 2011) 

Pattern 6 

(Urbanization 

rate, change in 

ranking  of top 

10 districts, 

2001- 2011) 

Pattern 7 

(Population 

density, change 

in ranking  of 

top 10 districts, 

2001- 2011) 

Dhaka 

Chittagong 

Narayanganj 

Rajshahi 

Gazipur 

Dhaka 

Chittagong 

Narayanganj  

Khulna 

Rajshahi 

Gazipur 

Chuadanga 

Dhaka 

Narayanganj  

Narsingdi 

Gazipur 

Comilla 

Brahmanbaria,  

Chandpur  

Feni 

Chittagong 

Munshiganj 

Sirajganj 

Kushtia  

Lakshmipur 

Rangpur  

Nilphamari 

Bogra  

Mymensingh 

Gaibandha  

Kishoreganj 

Rajshahi 

Jessore 

Dhaka  

Chittagong  

Khagrachari 

Khulna 

Narayanganj  

Rajshahi  

Gazipur  

Chuadanga  

Rangamati  

Bandarban 

Bogra 

Noakhali  

Cox’s Bazar  

Sylhet 

Feni  

Comilla 

Chandpur 

Kishoreganj, 

Sirajganj 

Brahmanbaria , 

Netrokona  

Barisal 

Jessore  

Narsingdi 

Habiganj 

Khagrachari 

Tangail  

Naogaon 

Nilphamari 

Dinajpur 

Jhenaidah 

Mymensingh 

Chittagong  

Khagrachari  

Jhalokati  

Pirojpur  

Feni  

Chandpur  

Kishoreganj  

Noakhali  

Jhenaidah  

Brahmanbaria 

Narsingdi  

Gazipur  

Brahmanbaria  

Chandpur  

Kushtia  

Lakshmipur  

Gaibandha  

Kishoreganj  

Rajshahi  

Pabna 

 Source: Author’s calculation based on BBS (2011) 
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Map 3 depicts top urban districts of Bangladesh. In addition, we classify the districts other than 

the top 5 in terms of their urban population size so that the relative scale of the respective cities 

could be compared (Table 6).  

 

Table 5: Leading urban districts of Bangladesh 

 

Note: UPS- Urban population size, UPR- Urban population rate, UPD- population density. 

Source: Author’s calculation based on BBS (2011) 
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The table reveals that a large numbers of districts other than the traditional ones are experiencing 

rapid to moderate urbanisation and those districts host 9.6 million urban population.  

 

Map 3: Urbanisation in Bangladesh  

 

 

Source: Author’s calculation based on BBS (2011) 
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Table 6: Emerging urban districts of Bangladesh 

 

Source: Author’s calculation based on BBS (2011) 

 

Figure 4 reveals that between 2001 and 2011 nearly 4.7 million population moved from rural to 

urban areas with Dhaka absorbing 1.5 million population followed by Bogra (0.53), Sylhet 

(0.32), Comilla (0.31), Noakhali (0.28) and Cox’s Bazar (0.23). 

 

It is also imperative to identify the districts that have least concentration of urbanization. We 

identify the least and top urban districts based on urbanization rate and population density. The 

scatter plot in figure 5 shows that Begerhat, Satkira, Bhola, Barguna and Phatuakhali are the least 

urban districts and the graph also strongly suggest that Dhaka, Narayanganj, Chittagong, Gazipur 

and Rajshahi are the top urban districts, as we demonstrated in this section. 
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Figure 4: Concentration of new urban population (in million) 

 

Source: Author’s calculation based on BBS (2011) 

 

Figure 5: Top versus least urbanized districts of Bangladesh, 2011 

 

Source: Author’s calculation based on BBS (2011) 
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V.IV  Top 100 urban centers (Based on urbanisation rate) 

Finally, although there is no recent data on industrial and services establishments, it is still 

possible to offer a picture of the country’s top urban centers based on rate of urbanisation in 

relatively smaller administrative areas (Municipality area, Paurashava, Upazila headquarter etc).  

Rate of urbanisation in those administrative units can give a more recent picture of the country’s 

urban centers identifying their geographical locations. Table A.7 in appendix indicates that of the 

top 100 urbanized areas, 60 are fully urbanized, and most of them are located in Dhaka (41) and 

Chittagong (12). This closely resembles the top 50 urban centers that we ranked in Table A.1 in 

appendix. Nevertheless, most district headquarters irrespective to divisions or districts have 

influential urban centers, such as Narayanganj Sadar, Rangamati Sadar, Barisal Sadar, Sylhet 

Sadar and Bogra Sadar, among others. 

 

VI. Conclusions  

 

This paper identified the key urban districts as well as urban centres of Bangladesh analysing a 

large pool of data. In doing so, it also discussed some fundamental aspects of urbanisation 

reviewing the concerned literature. The analysis clearly suggests that the country’s urban world 

is not flat. This unevenness is reflected in various aspects of Bangladesh’s urbanisation. Based 

on the analysis in the preceding sections, we draw the following conclusions as far as the 

country’s urbanisation is concerned.  

 

 There is an overwhelming primacy of Dhaka 

Dhaka hosts 9.3 million people (28% of urban population) and 25% of economic 

activities employing 35 persons of total urban labour force. This trend is also captured in 

other studies. The degree of urban concentration in Bangladesh is higher than many of its 

comparators with Dhaka’s primacy rate is 32 percent, which is much higher than its 

optimal (21 percent) level (World Bank, 2008). Also see figure A.1 in appendix.  

 

 Geography is a strong determinant of urbanisation in Bangladesh 
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Top urban districts are located in the east of the two major rivers Ganges and 

Brahmaputra (the divisions of Chittagong, Sylhet and most of Dhaka) have much higher 

concentration of urban activities than those that are in the west of Brahmaputra and South 

of Ganges (Divisions of Rajshahi, Khulna, Barisal and the districts that are located on the 

other side of the Ganges). All the top ten densely populated districts belong to Dhaka and 

Chittagong divisions. These densely populated districts (Dhaka, Narayanganj Narsingdi, 

Gazipur, Munshiganj, Comilla, Brahmanbaria, Chandpur, Feni, and Chittagong) are 

geographically well connected. Of 60 urban centres where rate of urbanisation is 100%, 

53 are located in Dhaka and Chittagong districts.  

 

However, some districts of the west have performed well during 2001-2011. A number of 

districts in other divisions, apart from regional urban hubs (Rajshahi, Khulna and 

Rangpur) are undergoing significant urbanisation. Thus, although urbanisation is heavily 

skewed to Dhaka and Chittagong, making it the country’s prime urban corridor, it is 

expanding connecting districts that were separated geographically a decade ago. 

 

 Chittagong division has experienced more balanced urbanisation 

While Dhaka, Narayanganj and Gazipur (to some extent Narsingdi) have very high 

concentration of urban activities, a large number of districts of Dhaka Division do not 

fare well in terms of rate of urbanisation, density of population and location of industrial 

and other activities- particularly those are located in the other side of Padma river. On the 

other hand, Chittagong division’s urbanisation is relatively more balanced. Almost all the 

districts of Chittagong have either relatively higher urbanisation rate or are densely 

populated (some of them fare well in terms of both). The districts of Chittagong Hill 

Tract, for instance, have very low population density owing to sparse geography. 

However, they fare well in terms of urbanisation rates securing their places in top 10 

urbanised districts of the country.   

 

 There is a high correlation between industry and service establishments and level of 

urbanisation.  
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This strongly suggests that urbanisation in top districts is probably largely due to pull 

factors. 

 

 Emerging urban districts  

Districts that experienced rapid population growth during 2001-2011 are not the traditional 

ones (other than Big 5 districts, as indicated in pattern 1 of Table 4). These districts have 

approximately 9.6 million (96 lac) urban population; thus there is a growing consumer 

market beyond the Big-5. 

 

 Border districts fare well in the country’s urban map 

Of 31 urban districts, 14 share border with neighbouring countries (mostly with India) and of 

them at least 9 have active border trade (Map A.1 in appendix). 

 

 4.7 million (47 lac) new urban population  

Nearly 4.7 million population moved from rural to urban areas During 2001-2011 and of 

them Dhaka, Bogra, Sylhet, Comilla, Noakhali and Cox’s Bazar absorbed 3.2 million 

population. 
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Appendix 

 

Table A.1: Top 50 urban locations (sum total of manufacturing and other economic establishments 

in 64 districts*) 

Division District 

Manufacturing 

and other 

economic 

establishments  

Urban centres and ranking (figures in 

parentheses indicate ranking) 

Position in 

top 50 

Chittagong 

Comilla 1 Comilla Sadar/Kotwali  (33) 

7 Feni 1 Feni Sadar (41) 

Chittagong 5 
Kotwali (4); Double Mooring (15); Hathazari 

(31);Sitakunda (37); Chandgaon (50) 

Sylhet Sylhet 1 Kotwali (5) 1 

Dhaka 

Dhaka 20 

Kotwali  (3); Lalbagh  (6); Motijheel  (7); 

Sutrapur  (8);Keraniganj (9); Savar (10); 

Dhanmondi (11) ;Mirpur (12);Pallabi (13); 

Demra (14);Shyampur (16) ;Tejgaon (18); 

Ramna (20); Mohammadpur (21): Badda (25); 

Uttara (27); Kafrul (32); Khilgaon (34); Gulshan 

(35); Sabujbagh (43) 

27 Narayanganj 2 Narayanganj Sadar (1); Bandar (42) 

Narsingdi 1 Narsingdi Sadar (29) 

Gazipur 1 Gazipur Sadar(2)  

Mymansingh 1 Mymensingh Sadar (26) 

Tangail 1 Tangail Sadar (44) 

Faridpur 1 Faridpur Sadar(49) 

Khulna 

Kushtia 1 Kushita Sadar (36) 

6 

Jessore 1 Kotwali (17) 

Khulna 3 
Khulna Sadar  (19);Khalishpur (47)  ;Sonadanga 

(48)  

Satkhira 1 Satkhira Sadar (45) 

Rajshahi 

Bogra 1 Bogra Sadar (22) 

6 

Rajshahi 2 Boalia (28);Paba  (30) 

Pabna 1 Pabna Sadar (40) 

C'Nawabganj 1 Nawabganj Sadar (46) 

Naogaon 1 Naogaon Sadar (39)  

Rangpur 
Rangpur 1 Rangpur Sadar (24) 

2 
Dinazpur 1 Dinajpur Sadar (38) 

Barisal Barisal 1 Barisal Sadar (23)  1 

Note: Other establishments include: Electricity Gas and Water Supply, Construction, Wholesale and Retail Trade, Hotels and 

Restaurants, Transport Storage and Communication, Bank, insurance and Financial Institutions, Real Estate and Renting, Public 

Administration and Defense, Education, Health and Social Works, and Community, Social and Personal Services. 

Source: Based on BBS (2003) 
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Table A.2: Size of population in top urban districts 

 

Size of 

Urban 

population, 

2001, in lac 

Ranking, 

2001 

Size of 

Urban 

population, 

2011 

Ranking, 

2011 

decadal 

Change in 

urban  

population 

Change in 

ranking 

Dhaka 77.9 1 93.2 1 20 No change 

Chittagong 33.8 2 31.5 2 -7 No change 

Gazipur 9.3 5 10.4 3 12 UP 

Narayanganj 12.2 4 9.9 4 -19 No change 

Rajshahi 8.4 6 8.5 5 1 UP 

Comilla 5.4 8 8.4 6 57 UP 

Mymensingh 6.6 7 8.0 7 21 No change 

Khulna 12.8 3 7.8 8 -39 UP 

Bogra 2.4 26 7.7 9 218 UP 

Sylhet 4.3 12 7.5 10 74 UP 

Tangail 4.4 11 5.4 11 24 No change 

Barisal 3.9 14 5.2 12 32 UP 

Jessore 4.0 13 5.1 13 28 No change 

Cox's bazar 2.7 24 5.0 14 83 UP 

Noakhali 2.2 34 5.0 15 130 Down 

Kishoreganj 3.6 16 4.9 16 37 No change 

Dinazpur 3.7 15 4.5 17 22 Down 

Brahmanbaria 3.4 18 4.5 18 33 No change 

Narsingdi 3.5 17 4.5 19 28 Down 

Rangpur 4.6 9 4.4 20 -3 Down 

Sirajganj 3.2 20 4.4 21 36 Down 

Chandpur 3.1 21 4.4 22 39 Down 

Jamalpur 3.3 19 3.9 23 17 Down 

Pabna 4.5 10 3.9 24 -14 Down 

Kurigram 2.8 22 3.3 25 17 Down 

C'Nawabganj 2.7 25 3.2 26 19 Down 

C'danga 2.8 23 3.1 27 11 Down 

 

Source: Based on Population Census 2011, BBS (2011). 
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Table A.3: Decadal variation in urbanisation rate (%): 2001-2011 

District 

Urbanisation 

rate (%), 

2001 

Urbanisation       

ranking, 

2001 

Urbanisation 

rate (%) 

2011 

Urbanisation 

ranking, 

2011 

Change in 

ranking 

Dhaka 92 1 77 1 No change 

Chittagong 51 4 41 2 Up 

Khagrachari 33 8 35 3 Up 

Khulna 54 3 34 4.5 Down 

Narayanganj 56 2 34 4.5 Down 

Rajshahi 37 6 33 6 No change 

Gazipur 46 5 30 7 Down 

Chuadanga 27 10 27 8 Down 

Rangamati 33 7 27 9 Down 

Bandarban 31 9 26 10 Down 

National 

Average   
23.30 

  

Barisal 17 16 22 11 Down 

Sylhet 17 15 22 12 Down 

Cox's bazar 15 21 22 13 Down 

Narsingdi 18 13 20 15 Down 

C'Nawabganj 19 12 19 16 Down 

Jessore 16 17 19 17 No change 

Jamalpur 16 19 17 19 No change 

Jhalokati 15 24 16 21.5 Up 

Pirojpur 15 23 16 21.5 Up 

Feni 14 33 20 14 Up 

Chandpur 14 30 18 18 Up 

Kishoreganj 14 32 17 20 Up 

Noakhali 14 34 16 23 Up 

Jhenaidah 15 26 16 24 Up 

Brahmanbaria 14 29 16 25 Up 

Kurigram 16 20 16 26 Down 

Lakshmipur 15 22 15 33 Down 

Mymansingh 15 25 16 28 Down 

Nilphamari 16 18 13 41.5 Down 

Pabna 21 11 15 32 Down 

Rangpur 18 14 15 31 Down 

    Note: 
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Common District 

 

 

New District in top 25 list in 

2011 

Feni, Chandpur, Kishoreganj, Noakhali, Jhenaidah, 

Brahmanbaria 

 

Districts that are out from  top 

25 list 

Kurigram, Lakshmipur, Mymansingh, Nilphamari, Pabna, 

Rangpur 

Status degraded 13 

Status same 4 

Status upgraded 14 

Grand Total 31 

 

Source: Based on Population Census 2011, BBS (2011).  

 

Table A.4: Ranking of urban districts (based on urbanisation rate) and divisional 

share/concentration of urban population 

Division DIST Urbanisation rate, 

2011 

Urbanisation rate, 

Ranking, 2011 

Ranked in top 25 

Barisal Barisal 22.33 11 3 out of 6 

Jhalokati 16.41 21.5 

Pirojpur 16.41 21.5 

Bhola 13.69 39 

Patuakhali 13.14 44 

Barguna 11.55 53 

Chittagong Chittagong 41.39 2 9 out  of 11 

Khagrachari 35.15 3 

Rangamati 26.78 9 

Bandarban 25.86 10 

Cox's bazar 21.8 13 

Feni 20.44 14 

Chandpur 18.03 18 

Noakhali 15.98 23 

Bharamanbaria 15.79 25 

Comilla 15.6 29 

Lakshmipur 15.21 33 

Dhaka Dhaka 77.36 1 6 out of 17 

Narayanganj 33.54 4.5 

Gazipur 30.48 7 

Narsingdi 20.12 15 

Jamalpur 16.92 19 
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Kishoreganj 16.79 20 

Mymansingh 15.62 28 

Tangail 15.08 35 

Faridpur 14.17 36 

Sherpur 13.85 38 

Madaripur 13.53 40 

Rajbari 12.96 46 

Munshiganj 12.87 48 

Shariatpur 11.34 54 

Netrokona 11.09 55 

Gopalgonj 10.98 56 

Manikganj 9.24 63 

Khulna Khulna 33.54 4.5 4 out of 10 

Chuadanga 27.12 8 

Jessore 18.58 17 

Jhenaidah 15.82 24 

Narail 15.57 30 

Begerhat 13.23 43 

Magura 13.11 45 

Meherpur 12.72 49 

Kushtia 12.1 50 

Satkhira 9.95 61 

Rajshahi Rajshahi 32.93 6 2 out of 8 

C'Nawabganj 19.44 16 

Jaipurhat 15.75 27 

Pabna 15.36 32 

Sirajganj 14.09 37 

Natore 13.36 41.5 

Bogra 12.91 47 

Naogaon 10.6 58 

Rangpur Kurigram 15.78 26 None out of 8 

Rangpur 15.37 31 

Dinazpur 15.17 34 

Nilphamari 13.36 41.5 

Thakurgaon 11.6 52 

Lalmonirhat 10.29 60 

Panchagarh 9.63 62 

Gaibandha 8.85 64 

Sylhet Sylhet 21.94 12 1 out  of 4 

Habiganj 11.73 51 

Maulvibazar 10.84 57 
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Sunamganj 10.38 59 

Source: Based on Population Census 2011, BBS (2011). 

 

 

Table A.5: Population density and ranking of densely populated districts of Bangladesh, 

2011 

District 

Population 

density 

2001 

Population 

density 

Rank, 2001 

Population 

density 

2011 

Population 

density, rank 

2011 

Change in 

rank 

Dhaka 5831 1 8229 1 No change 

Narayanganj 3161 2 4308 2 No change 

Narsingdi 1744 4 1934 3 Up 

Gazipur 1231 11 1884 4 Up 

Comilla 1490 5 1712 5 No change 

Brahmanbaria 1244 10 1510 6 Up 

Chandpur 1333 8 1468 7 Up 

Feni 1336 7 1451 8 Down 

Chittagong 1252 9 1442 9 No change 

Munshiganj 1355 6 1439 10 Down 

Sirajganj 1842 3 1290 11 Down 

Kushtia 1073 13 1210 12 Up 

Lakshmipur 1023 17 1200 13.5 Up 

Rangpur 1101 12 1200 13.5 Down 

Nilphamari 994 19 1186 15 Down 

Bogra 1040 14 1173 16 Down 

Mymansingh 1029 16 1163 17 Down 

Gaibandha 981 20 1125 18 Up 

Jamalpur 1037 15 1084 19 Down 

Kishoreganj 950 24 1083 20 Up 

Rajshahi 963 22 1070 21 Up 

Pabna 918 27 1062 22 Up 

Jessore 962 23 1060 23 Down 

Tangail 975 21 1056 24 Down 

Madaripur 1001 18 1036 25 Down 

National 

Average 

  

1015 

  Sherpur 938 25 995 28.5 Down 

Note: 
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COMMON DISTRICT COMMON DISTRICT Status degraded 10 

NEW DISTRICT IN BEST 

25 IN 2011 
Pabna Status same 5 

DIST OUT FROM BEST 

25 

 

Sherpur 
Status upgraded 11 

Grand Total 26 

 

Source: Based on Population Census 2011, BBS (2011).  

 

Table A.6: Ranking of urban districts (based on population density) and divisional 

concentration of population, 2011 

Division District Density, 2011 Ranking of density, 2011 Ranked in top 25 

Barisal 

Jhalokati 966 32 

None of 6 

Pirojpur 871 43 

Barisal 835 46 

Bhola 522 58 

Barguna 488 60 

Patuakhali 477 61 

Chittagong 

Comilla 1712 5 

6 out  of 11 

B'baria 1510 6 

Chandpur 1468 7 

Feni 1451 8 

Chittagong 1442 9 

Lakshmipur 1200 13.5 

Cox's bazar 919 37 

Noakhali 843 45 

Khagrachari 578 56 

Rangamati 97 63 

Bandarban 87 64 

Dhaka 

Dhaka 8229 1 

 10 out of 17 

Narayanganj 4308 2 

Narsingdi 1934 3 

Gazipur 1884 4 

Munshiganj 1439 10 

Mymansingh 1163 17 

Jamalpur 1084 19 

Kishoreganj 1083 20 

Tangail 1056 24 

Madaripur 1036 25 

Manikganj 1007 26.5 
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Sherpur 995 28.5 

Shariatpur 984 30 

Rajbari 961 34 

Faridpur 932 35 

Gopalgonj 798 47.5 

Netrokona 798 47.5 

Khulna 

Kushtia 1210 12 

2 out of 10 

Jessore 1060 23 

C'danga 962 33 

Jhenaidah 902 39 

Magura 884 41 

Meherpur 872 42 

Narail 746 52 

Khulna 528 57 

Satkhira 520 59 

Begerhat 373 62 

Rajshahi 

Sirajganj 1290 11 

4 out of 8 

Bogra 1173 16 

Rajshahi 1070 21 

Pabna 1062 22 

C'Nawabganj 968 31 

Jaipurhat 903 38 

Natore 898 40 

Naogaon 757 51 

Rangpur 

Rangpur 1200 13.5 

3 out of 8 

Nilphamari 1186 15 

Gaibandha 1125 18 

Lalmonirhat 1007 26.5 

Kurigram 922 36 

Dinazpur 868 44 

Thakurgaon 780 50 

Panchagarh 703 53 

Sylhet 

Sylhet 995 28.5 

None out  of 4 
Habiganj 792 49 

Maulvibazar 686 54 

Sunamganj 659 55 

Source: Based on Population Census 2011, BBS (2011). 
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Table A.7: Top 100 urban centers based on urbanisation rate, 2011 

 

District Number Urban centres (Urbanisation rate 100%) 

Dhaka 41 Badda,  Bimanbandar,  Cantonment,  Demra,  Dhanmondi,  Gulshan,  Hazaribag,  

Kafrul,  Kamrangir  Char,  Khilgaon,  Sutrapur,  Tejgaon,  Shyampur,  Kotwali,  

Lalbagh,  Mirpur,  Mohammadpur,  Motijheel,  Uttara,  Pallabi,  Ramna,  

Shabujbagh,  Adabor,  Bangshal,  Chak Bazar,  Dakshinkhan,  Darus  Salam,  

Gandaria,  Jatrabari,  Kadamtali,  Kalabagan,  Khilkhet,  New  Market,  Paltan,  

Rampura,  Shah  Ali,  Shahabagh,  Sher-E- Bangla  Nagar,  Tejgaon,  Industrial 

Area,  Turag,  Uttar  Khan 

Chittagong 12 Bakalia,  Bayejid  Bostami,  Pahartali,  Panchlaish,  Patenga,  Chandgaon,  

Chittagong  port,  Double Mooring,  Halishahar,  Khulshi,  Kotwali, karnafuli 

Rajshahi 4 Boalia, Matihar, Rajpara, Shahmukhdam 

Khulna 3 Khalispur, Khulna Sadar, Sonadanga 

Sub total 60  

 Urban centres (Urbanisation rate 50-99%) 

Khulna 1 Daulatpur 

Rangamati 1 Rangamati Sadar 

Barisal 1 Barisal Sadar 

Sylhet  1 Sylhet Sadar 

Bogra 1 Bogra Sadar 

Khagrachhari 3 Khagrachhari Sadar,  Manikchhari, Ramgarh 

Mymensingh  1 Mymensingh Sadar 

Comilla 1 Comilla Adarsha Sadar 

Narayanganj 1 Bandar 

Sub total 11  

Urban centres (urbanisation rate 30%- 49.9%) 

Nilphamari 1 Saidpur 

Cox’s bazar 1 Cox’s 38azaar Sadar 

Bandarban 1 Bandarban Sadar 

Narsingdi 2 Narsingdi Sadar, Palash 

Narayanganj 2 Rupganj, Narayanganj Sadar 

Kishoreganj 1 Bhairab 

Dinajpur 2 Dinajpur Sadar, Hakimpur 

Rangpur 1 Rangpur Sadar 

Chuadanga 1 Chuadanga Sadar 

Gazipur 2 Gazipur Sadar, Kaliakair 

Gopalganj 1 Tungipara 

Khulna 1 Phultala 

Naogaon 1 Naogaon Sadar 

Brahmanbaria 1 Brahmanbaria Sadar 

Kurigram 1 Chilmari 

Pirojpur 1 Pirojpur Sadar 

Chandpur 1 Chandpur Sadar 

Khagrachhari 1 Panchhari 

Munshiganj  1 Munshiganj Sadar 

Faridpur 1 Char Bhadrasan 
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Chapai 

Nawabganj 

1 Chapai Nawabganj Sadar 

Jessore 2 Jessore Sadar,  Abhaynagar 

Habiganj 1 Habiganj Sadar 

Tangail 1 Tangail Sadar 

Sub total 29  

Total 100  

Source: Based on Population Census 2011, BBS (2011). 

 

Figure A.1: The linkages between i) urbanisation rate and density of population and ii) 

urbanisation rate and size of population 

 

 

Source: Author’s calculation based on Population Census 2011, BBS (2011). 
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Map A.1: Urbanisation in the border districts of Bangladesh 

 

 

Source: Based on Population Census 2011, BBS (2011).  

 


